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The National Association of Colored 
Women’s Club had students singing their 
lungs out during the “Ladies In Hip-Hop” 
karaoke and game night Monday in the 7th 
Street Underground of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union. 
Kennedi Jackson, the event coordinator 
for NACWC, said she was inspired to put 
the event together because of the lack of 
knowledge and recognition when it comes 
to African-American female artists. 
She said it was important that the NAC-
WC ladies show how valuable black women 
are in society. 
Jackson said hip-hop was picked as the 
ideal theme for the event because hip-hop 
is one of the music genres in which black 
women are wrongfully portrayed.
She said that means they are often sexual-
ized or called ghetto. 
“This was our chance to show or teach 
the audience that black women are much 
more than that,” she said.
Jackson opened the night by asking the 
crowd how they think or feel black female 
artists are portrayed in media. As a whole, 
the crowd yelled “crazy,” “ghetto” and “sex-
ual.” That was when Najah Binbek, a senior 
psychology major, said, “they portray black 
women as the stereotypical sexual woman…
and they will always stereotype us this way 
because we are black.”
To steer people away from what they tend 
to think about black female artists, the or-
ganization decided to play a Kahoot! style 
guessing game. 
This gave the audience a learning experi-
ence about what media does not often por-
tray about black female artists. 
The audience used their phones to an-
swer a variety of questions, like who wrote 
songs, which artist sang a specific song and 
what is the name of such songs. 
Astoria Griggs-Burns, a senior health ad-
ministration major, said she did not know 
that a Syracuse University actually offered a 
course about the artist Lil Kim, which was 
an answer to one of the questions.
“It was very surprising to learn about 
that,” she said. 
Others were also surprised to learn that 
artist Toni Braxton earned a teaching degree 
from Bowie State University. 
Following the Kahoot game, the event 
proceeded with karaoke. 
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SWEEPING MEMPHIS
The Eastern baseball team won three 
games against the Tigers, improving 
4-2 on the season. 
PAGE  8
WORK OF ART
Photographer Alexandra McNichols-
Torroledo discussed and showed her 
work at the lecture “Cultural Survival 
and Land Dispossession Monday night 
in the Buzzard Auditorium. 
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Students address negative portrayal 
of African-American female artists
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Astoria Griggs-Burns, a senior health administration major, and Parrish Amos, a junior English major, sing on stage at “Ladies and Hip-Hop” 
Monday night at the 7th Street Underground.
By Mays Omar 
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News 
  
A local organization that offers day program-
ming to people with developmental disabili-
ties is looking for people to volunteer for its pro-
gram.  
The Charleston Transitional Facility is an or-
ganization that helps people with disabilities 
with different services and programs.  
Eastern’s Office of Civil Engagement and Vol-
unteerism invited the CTF’s clients to campus. 
Around 10 to 12 clients come to spend an hour 
at Eastern with student volunteers, eating lunch 
with them and doing various activities. 
The event takes place every  Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. University Union  Universi-
ty Food Court.  
Last semester,  these  events  lasted un-
til 12:45 p.m. This semester, volunteers are 
just with clients for an hour, owing to a lack of 
volunteers. The event now gets just one to two 
volunteers each week, and there are five spots 
available.
Annie Garner, the graduate assistant for the 
Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism, 
said the office is trying to improve the experi-
ence and make it more enjoyable for the CTF 
clients. 
To do so, it has added an athletic class and 
gotten help from students in the kinesiology and 
sports studies department. During the class, cli-
ents get to go to different stations with a differ-
ent game set up every week to get them moving. 
Garner said some clients are shy and do not 
move around, but having music and games like 
basketball, volleyball and others help improve 
their social life. 
“The CTF clients love  the event,” Gar-
ner said.  “Their faces light up whenever they 
walk in the (Martin Luther King Jr. Universi-
ty) Union and sees us waiting for them to eat. It 
is a great feeling.”  
Because the kinesiology and sports studies 
students take care of the athletic portion of the 
volunteer activities, the Office of Civil Engage-
ment and Volunteerism needs volunteers to eat 
lunch with the clients from 11 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 
During this time, volunteers will get to know 
the clients, ask them how their day is going, 
what their plans are for the weekend and be a 
“buddy” to them during lunch, Garner said. 
Lunch is not provided by the Office of Civic 
Engagement and Volunteerism. 
Some of the CTF clients bring their own 
lunches, and some get theirs from the Univer-
sity Food Court.  
“The CTF people really love coming here,” 
Garner said. “We are looking for people who are 
OK with kind of being a buddy for those 
CTF clients that come. It just brightens their 
day.”Students who want to volunteer at the 
Charleston Transitional Facility Program are en-
couraged to visit www.eiu.edu/apps/registra-
tion or call the office at 217-581-3967. 
  
Mays Omar can be reached at 
581-2812 mmomar@eiu.edu. 
Charleston 
Transitional 
Facility seeks 
volunteers
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Recently-named Miss Black EIU Raven Gant, a junior biological sciences major, and Ariel Taylor, 
a junior family and consumer sciences major, sing on stage at “Ladies and Hip-Hop” Monday 
night in the 7th Street Underground.
The National Association 
of Colored Women’s 
Club also spoke about 
influential black musicians
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Congress debates gun laws
WASHINGTON (AP) — After a 10-
day break, members of Congress are re-
turning to work under hefty pressure to 
respond to the outcry over gun violence. 
But no plan appears ready to take off de-
spite a long list of proposals, including 
many from President Donald Trump.
Republican leaders have kept quiet for 
days as Trump tossed out ideas, including 
raising the minimum age to purchase as-
sault-style weapons and arming teachers, 
though on Saturday the president tweeted 
that the latter was "Up to states."
Their silence has left little indication 
whether they are ready to rally their ranks 
behind any one of the president's ideas, 
dust off another proposal or do nothing. 
The most likely legislative option is bol-
stering the federal background check sys-
tem for gun purchases, but it's bogged 
down after being linked with a less popu-
lar measure to expand gun rights.
The halting start reflects firm GOP op-
position to any bill that would curb ac-
cess to guns and risk antagonizing gun 
advocates in their party. Before the Feb. 
14 shooting at a high school in Parkland, 
Florida, that killed 17 people, Republi-
cans had no intention of reviving the po-
larizing and politically risky gun debate 
during an already difficult election year 
that could endanger their congressional 
majority.
Trump's early ideas were met with 
mixed reactions from his party. His talk of 
allowing teachers to carry concealed weap-
ons into classrooms was rejected by at least 
one Republican, Florida Sen. Marco Ru-
bio.
Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., said he 
would support raising the age limit to buy 
a semi-automatic weapon like the one 
used in Florida. Rubio also supports lift-
ing the age for rifle purchases. Rep. Bri-
an Mast, R-Fla., a longtime NRA mem-
ber, wrote in The New York Times that he 
now supports an assault-weapons ban.
The Senate more likely will turn to a 
bipartisan bill from Sens. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas and Chris Murphy, D-Conn., to 
strengthen FBI background checks. That 
bill would penalize federal agencies that 
don't properly report required records 
and reward states that comply by provid-
ing them with federal grant preferences.
The House passed it last year, but only 
after GOP leaders added an unrelated 
measure pushed by the National Rifle 
Association. That measure expands gun 
rights by making it easier for gun own-
ers to carry concealed weapons across state 
lines.
The package also included a provision 
directing the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to re-
view "bump-stock" devices like the one 
used during the shooting at a Las Vegas 
music festival that left 58 people dead and 
hundreds injured.
Murphy told The Associated Press he 
was invited to discuss gun issues with the 
White House and he was interested in 
hearing the president's ideas. He said he 
did not expect the Florida shooting to 
lead to a major breakthrough in Congress 
for those who've long pushed for tighter 
gun laws.
Senate Democrats say any attempt to 
combine the background checks and con-
cealed-carry measures is doomed to fail.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said he was skeptical 
Trump would follow through on propos-
als such as comprehensive background 
checks that the NRA opposes.
He noted that Trump has a tenden-
cy to change his mind on this and other 
issues, reminding that the president has 
called for tougher gun laws only to back 
away when confronted by resistance from 
gun owners. The NRA's independent ex-
penditure arm poured tens of millions 
into Trump's 2016 campaign.
Fate of DACA remains undecided
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Su-
preme Court on Monday rejected the 
Trump administration's highly unusual 
bid to bypass a federal appeals court and 
get the justices to intervene in the fate of a 
program that protects hundreds of thou-
sands of young immigrants from depor-
tation.
The announcement means the case af-
fecting "Dreamers" will have to work its 
way through the lower courts before any 
Supreme Court ruling is possible. The 
case could also become moot if Congress 
takes action in the meantime. Right now, 
however, efforts to address the issue in 
Congress have hit a stalemate.
The Supreme Court's decision for now 
to stay out of the case on the Obama-era 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, or DACA, wasn't surprising. 
It's highly unusual for the Supreme Court 
to hear a case before a lower appeals court 
has considered it.
But, DACA supporters hailed the deci-
sion as a significant — if only temporary 
— win. Trump said the case would now 
be heard by an appeals court and "we'll 
see what happens from there."
DACA has provided protection from 
deportation and work permits for about 
800,000 young people who came to the 
U.S. as children and stayed illegally.
In September, Trump argued that Pres-
ident Barack Obama had exceeded his ex-
ecutive powers when he created the pro-
gram. Trump announced he was ending 
the program effective March 5 and gave 
lawmakers until then to come up with a 
legislative fix.
But, in recent weeks, federal judges in 
San Francisco and New York have made 
Trump's deadline temporarily moot for 
people who have sought and been grant-
ed renewals; the rulings do not extend to 
people who are applying for the first time. 
Judges issued injunctions ordering the 
administration to keep DACA in place 
while courts consider legal challenges to 
Trump's termination. As a result, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services re-
sumed accepting and processing DACA 
renewals in January, just as it had before 
Trump's September announcement. The 
Senate two weeks ago blocked a biparti-
san bill offering Dreamers potential cit-
izenship and providing $25 billion for 
President Donald Trump to build his pro-
posed border wall with Mexico. A more 
conservative House proposal that sharp-
ly reduces legal immigration and impos-
es other restrictions has languished short 
of the GOP votes it would need to pass, 
leaving its fate in question.
The Supreme Court's announcement 
Monday that it wouldn't step in to the 
case now means the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit will likely be 
the first appeals court to weigh in on the 
topic, the step before the case would re-
turn to the Supreme Court.
The Ninth Circuit has set no date to 
hear arguments but has given lawyers 
dates by which they must file briefs that 
run through April. Andrew Pincus, an 
attorney who represents more than 100 
businesses that intervened in support of 
DACA, said June is probably the earliest 
that the court would rule.
U of I graduate 
student workers 
go on strike
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — Graduate 
student workers at the University of Illi-
nois have gone on strike after 11 months 
of unsuccessful talks with administrators 
on a new contract.
Picket lines started Monday morn-
ing on the Urbana-Champaign campus, 
with a few hundred people gathering for 
a midday rally. The (Champaign) News-
Gazette reports some undergraduate class-
es were canceled or moved to buildings 
away from picketing.
University spokeswoman Robin Kal-
er said administrators didn't immediate-
ly know how many classes had been can-
celed.
Graduate Employees Organization co-
president Gus Wood says daylong talks 
Sunday with administrators resulted in 
"absolutely no movement." The group 
represents about 2,700 graduate students 
who teach many undergraduate classes.
The group says it wants protection for 
tuition waivers provided to many grad-
uate students. The university says it has 
made "generous and serious proposals" 
addressing those concerns.
Chicago aldermen 
back $20M payout 
in officer case
CHICAGO (AP) — A Chicago City 
Council committee has approved a $20 
million payout to the families of two 
men who were killed when a drunk-
en off-duty police officer slammed into 
their car nine years ago.
The finance committee's recommen-
dation on Monday now goes to the full 
council, which typically follows such 
recommendations.
Chicago has paid hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in lawsuits involving po-
lice officers abusing their power. But 
this lawsuit centers on the question of 
whether a detective with a history of 
drunken driving believed he could do 
so because he knew he would be pro-
tected by an alleged "code of silence" on 
the force.
In 2009, Joseph Frugoli smashed his 
SUV into a car, killing Fausto Manzera 
and Andrew Cazares. Frugoli was con-
victed and sentenced to eight years in 
prison.
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tranquility? 
hideaway? 
YES! 
NO! 
By Cody Powers
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Though student athletes find themselves juggling 
two roles at Eastern, they can get help from a sup-
port system called Panther Athletic Support Services.
These services are led by Cindy Almon, the direc-
tor of athletic academic services.
All of Eastern’s sports teams are divided between 
Almon, as well as Kyle Callender and Katie Mnich-
owicz, both assistant directors of academic services.
“We divide up the teams so that athletes have 
more one-on-one (time) with us,” Almon said. 
“(Athletes) all have required study hall hours. As 
newcomers they have between four and six hours 
a week, regardless of grade point average in high 
school, test scores or junior college. If they’ve been in 
school for two years or a four-year school, they still 
have the study hall hours because of the transition to 
a new place.”
The athletes’ study hours are logged by Almon, 
Callender and Mnichowicz and then turned into 
coaches every Friday.
“At the end of the semester, we’ll adjust their 
(study hall) hours depending on their grades,” Alm-
on said. “Maybe reduce their hours, eliminate them 
or increase their hours. It just depends on their first 
grade report.”
The department also offers free tutoring services 
five nights a week from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
In addition to tutoring and study hours, grade re-
ports are completed on athletes.
“We do them about every five or six weeks us-
ing the online computer access system called ‘Grades 
First,’” Callender said. “Basically it sends out grade 
requests to professors who have student athletes in 
their classes.”
Callender said this helps keep track of student 
athletes and helps determine which ones are marked 
“at risk.”
“Professors can put in that it’s a lack of atten-
dance, or a lack of good grades on exams, quizzes, 
homework or papers,” Callender said, “Whatever it 
may be, we evaluate that and typically bring them 
into our office to meet with them and evaluate why 
they are at risk and create a plan of action of how 
we’re going to go about handling it or adjusting to 
help them (succeed).”
Another service that helps athletes stay on top of 
their grades is an academic calendar created by Al-
mon, Callender or Mnichowicz that has all of the 
athlete’s assignments on it based upon the syllabi the 
athletes receive.
“This helps them stay on track, and it helps us 
when we have our meetings to make sure they’re do-
ing all of the right assignments,” Almon said. 
A student athlete’s school schedule is based 
around that athlete’s practice schedule. They meet 
with their academic adviser, then come back to Pan-
ther Athletic Support Services to make sure their 
classes are OK with their practice schedule.
“If we think it might be too hefty of a schedule, 
we just make a suggestion to wait on certain courses 
until next semester, when you’re not in season,” Al-
mon said.
Almon said she tries to make sure they do not 
make suggestions about schedules that would pro-
long an athlete’s time at Eastern.
“We have about 450 student athletes, 18 differ-
ent teams,” Callender said. “Every team goes about 
handling their athletes a little differently. For exam-
ple, with football, (Almon) meets with a significant 
number of them every week. We probably meet 
with about 50 to 75 different athletes in total every 
week.”
Students are constantly going in and out of the 
academic advisers’ offices, asking them for guidance 
on different things.
“We have an open door policy,” Almon said.
Almon said they meet with all athletes for an 
hour in the fall and stress to upperclassmen the im-
portance of asking to help the new incoming class 
and guide them.
“(We ask them to) reach out to them, help them 
out, because they know what it’s like,” Almon said.
In terms of practice, Callender said there are dif-
ferent windows depending on what season the sport 
is in.
“Fall sport athletes have to be in an eight-hour 
window for an extended period of time when they 
get back (from winter break) in January,” he said. 
“Until the middle of February when it transitions to 
a 20-hour window.”
In the fall semester of 2017, 204 student athletes 
and 15 teams posted a 3.0 or higher GPA.
“We have high expectations,” Almon said. “These 
are leaders. They’re representing teams and the uni-
versity.”
Cody Powers can be reached at 
581-2812 or capowers@eiu.edu.
Services offer academic support for student athletes
“We have high expectations. 
These are leaders. They’re
representing teams and the 
university.”
-Cindy Almon,
director of athletic academic services
By Olivia Swenson-Hultz
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
When photographer Alexandra Mc-
Nichols-Torroledo began hearing about 
forced displacement in her home coun-
try of Colombia in 2011, she knew  she 
had to take action. Since then, she has 
centered much of her work around ex-
ploring the forced displacement of the 
Emebera-Wounaan indigenous people 
by leftist guerilla groups. Many were dis-
placed through tactics such as abduction 
and murder. 
McNichols-Torroledo discussed and 
showed her work at the lecture “Cultural 
Survival and Land Dispossession” Mon-
day night in the Buzzard Auditorium. 
McNichols-Torroledo emigrated 
from Colombia when she was 21.
During her time living in Colombia, 
she had never imagined this kind of dis-
placement happening. Colombia has 
one of the highest portions of displaced 
people, at 7.3 million.
McNichols-Torroledo recalled almost 
dying when exploring a land mine in the 
Colombian jungle.
She displayed images of emaciated 
children, plagued by illness and contam-
ination. 
McNichols-Torroledo saw many fam-
ilies in search of shelter with no posses-
sions, not even shoes. There were times 
when she witnessed children being ex-
posed to evils such as prostitution. 
Despite all this, McNichols-Torroledo 
noted that in one picture she showed the 
audience, the children are jumping. 
“As a photographer, even in the worst 
circumstances, beauty can be found,” she 
said. 
McNichols-Torroledo also likes to 
document the traditional culture of Co-
lombians. She showed the audience in 
Buzzard photographs of a shaman ritual, 
which involves attempting to summon 
spirits with fire. 
She said it is important to her to show 
that Colombians are still practicing their 
traditional lifestyles despite their dis-
placement. In America, McNichols-Tor-
roledo worked to document the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux Tribe Reservation’s pro-
tests against the Dakota Access Pipeline.
McNichols-Torroledo did this after 
being awarded a grant by The Indiana 
Arts Commission, which she wanted to 
use to photograph Native people in the 
United States. 
“I love seeing indigenous people 
fighting for their rights in America,” she 
said. 
Her Standing Rock coverage features 
images of reservation members protest-
ing, camping out in teepees that are clus-
tered together and protesters being ar-
rested. 
“We have to change the concept of 
civilization. The cost that other people 
are paying is high because we’re destroy-
ing Mother Nature,” said McNichols-
Torroledo in response to what she saw at 
Standing Rock. 
Regarding photography, McNichols-
Torroledo said that she owns two digital 
and three analog cameras. 
She said when she first started de-
veloping her interest in photography, 
she could not afford to buy one of her 
own. She later purchased her first cam-
era when she was 20. 
McNichols-Torroledo said she uses all 
of the cameras that are made available to 
her besides cellphones, but her favorite is 
her Nikon D7200. 
She said she loves older cameras and 
advises aspiring photographers to use all 
of the resources that are made available 
to them. 
“It’s not the camera that’s important,” 
she said. “It’s the eye of the photogra-
pher. “
McNichols-Torroledo has degrees 
from Indiana University, where she ob-
tained a Master of Fine Arts at the Uni-
versidad Externado in Bogota, Colum-
bia. She has covered cultural issues in the 
United States, Colombia and The Do-
minican Republic. 
She has also published four books on 
photography, “Stone Faces,” “Diaries of 
Death,” “Dreams and Nightmares” and 
“Encounters.”
“I learned a lot about indigionous cul-
ture. This gave me an inside look into 
their problems,” said Charleston resident 
Tristan Gouchenour. 
Alex Woolley, a junior studio art ma-
jor, said the lecture was an eye-opening 
experience.
“These photos are more than just per-
formance art. You can entertain an idea 
that’s not usually used, and details can 
be expressed more accurately,” Woolley 
said. “You can also get more insight into 
people’s views and conditions through 
photography.”
Olivia Swenson-Hultz can be reached at 
581-2812 or omswensonhultz@eiu.edu.
Photographer depicts issues for indigenous people
A photograph by Alexandra McNichols-Torroledo features  Ladonna Brave 
Bull, a leader  at the resistance at Standing Rock, protesting.
As always, I try my hardest to stand up 
and support LGBT rights, as I am a mem-
ber of the community myself. As far as we 
have gotten with our rights, it is sad to 
see that there are still so many people out 
there who will never change and will con-
tinue to be judgmental.
One thing that bothers me is that when 
I go up to a friend or someone I know 
and they are with another person I do 
not know, the other person automatically 
makes a comment something to the effect 
of “Who’s that gay guy?” or “Why is he 
talking to you?”
Come on, people. We are in 2018 and 
you should know better than to treat peo-
ple of the LGBT community like this. We 
are humans just like you.
As I have said before and will continue 
to say, the only difference between us and 
you is that we are either attracted to some-
one of the same gender as us or some of 
us feel that we are not the gender we were 
born to be.
Why should my sexual preference 
define who I am? It is simply a preference, 
just like when someone prefers Coke over 
Pepsi. I do not see people defining others 
based on preferences like that.
One of my goals in life is to continue to 
stand up for LGBT rights and hopefully, 
some day it will not be an issue for peo-
ple. I understand there will always be peo-
ple out there that seek to hurt and judge 
us, but we have to stand strong and show 
those people that we are not “sick” or 
“weird.”
I wake up every day and although my 
sexuality does not define me, I am proud 
to be who I am and proud of my sexuality. 
I respect people like me who have had to 
deal with the constant judgement, attacks, 
brutality and hatred. It is simply not right 
for us to have to go through this.
My younger self would have just walked 
away and let people treat me like this, but 
not anymore.
I have grown older and wiser, and I will 
stand up to any one person who makes a 
comment toward me that is rude or who 
attacks me.
I am not afraid to be who I am and I 
am not afraid of what other people think.
I think that we have to let go of our 
fears and stand up to people and let them 
know that we are not going to let them get 
away with this.
We have to fight, and although it may 
seem like a never-ending fight, it is a bat-
tle worth fighting for. We have to self-
respect and self-worth and we cannot let 
the haters take that away from us.
Andrew Paisley is a junior journalism major. He can 
be reached at 581-2812 or at abpaisley@eiu.edu.
As it gets warmer outside and the days 
get longer, it might seem like we have all 
the time in the world. It is easy to glance 
out the window in class one moment and 
become completely distracted with the sun 
and people outside, so we completely forget 
to pay attention.
Even though it would be easier and more 
fun to go outside and forget about all your 
responsibilities, we are still in the middle of 
the semester, and there is still work to do.
That doesn’t mean we have to be shut in-
side studying, however. If it’s nice, bring 
your homework outside. Study with friends 
on the bench by Booth Library, or on the 
Doudna Steps for a nice change of pace.
That way, you can get your stuff done 
while enjoying the clear skies and warm 
weather while it lasts, because we all know 
how unpredictable it is in Illinois.
This means, of course, the fact that it is 
nice outside is no excuse for not doing your 
work or even procrastinating. There are still 
ways to get what you need to done, espe-
cially as midterms are coming up and there 
is still so much to do.
Do what you can to keep up with ev-
erything, and as always, don’t be afraid to 
ask for help if you need to. Summer will be 
here before we know it.
Deep within the pit of our stomach is that 
feeling of our “gut instinct” that nudges at 
us when we have to make a difficult decision. 
Weighing the options usually consists of 
putting that heavy gut feeling or instinct 
down while you try to juggle lighter and bet-
ter options of comfort. 
We usually go through these options 
because we want to appease others’ feelings 
at the expense of our own. 
For example, some of my friends do not 
want to send “risky” text messages to some-
one because it will expose their vulnerability 
and it is hard to express feelings.
This also might be because the “risk” 
could include rejection, but sometimes you 
just have to take a chance, run toward the 
cliff, jump and get hurt sooner rather than 
later. 
The sooner you put on the bandage, the 
sooner you will be able to rip it off for that 
last sensation of pain. 
Your skin will have a newly healed armor 
that gets you ready for the next text, and 
this time you will be shielded from poten-
tial harm.
But sometimes, being up front and hon-
est does not have to end with a painful cliff 
dive. Instead, it can end in flying, because 
being  at that point led to an understanding 
or mutual feeling. 
We fear the cliff because we fear the 
pain, even if it shapes us and helps us grow. 
Instead of looking at it like a hazard, we 
should look at it like an obstacle to get 
through. 
Rather than being afraid of making mis-
takes or being wrong, we should embrace the 
chance to learn something new and to take 
the constructive criticism. 
People might call me an enabler for tell-
ing them to send the text message, to be 
petty or to “overshare” their feelings, but I 
think everyone should be an ally for them-
selves. 
We do not always need validation from 
someone else before we do something; some-
times we are just right the first time in our 
decision-making.  
Usually our gut is looking out for us, and 
even if our choices lead to rejection, the 
worst thing someone can tell you is no and 
that is OK. There are other options. 
Even though I believe in “enabling” with-
in reason, I still think people should make 
decisions constructively and safely. Do not 
actually jump off of a cliff to achieve person-
al growth. You will probably just break a few 
bones. 
Although sharing your personal truth can 
be uncomfortable and fill the room with a 
thick tension, it is better to get it out than to 
hold it in.  
Abbey Whittington is a junior journalism major and 
can be reached at 581-2812 or anwhittington@eiu.
edu. 
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Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass; it’s about learning to dance in the rain.
-Vivian Greene
Andrew Paisley
Stop second guessing; go with your gut
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Editorial Board
Tuesday, 02.27.18
Today’s quote:
Don’t judge a book by its cover
Keep up 
with work 
during the
semester
STAFF EDITORIAL
      Editor- in-Chief              Managing Editor                        Opinions Editor                           Sports Editor                             Photo Editor                                    
      Cassie Buchman                     Analicia Haynes                      Carole Hodorowicz                     Sean Hastings                           Jordan Boyer                             
Time for sunshine
Those interested can inquire at
opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion 
questions, submissions and letters to the 
editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not 
publish letters.
Letters that are 250 words or less will 
be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone 
Want to voice your 
opinion?
Abbey Whittington
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
  
      If you are interested in 
            writing, editing, designing,
            photography, creating 
            videos and other social
            media content, come to 
            room 1811 Buzzard Hall 
            or email deneic@gmail.com
            All majors and experience 
             levels are welcome.
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WE'RE HIRING!
WE ARE 
HIRING 
JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Essence Chatman a public relations major, and Kennedi Jackson a sophomore communication 
studies major, sing on stage at “Ladies and Hip-Hop” Monday night in the 7th Street Under-
ground. Both of them hosted the event. 
By Parker Valentine
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Eastern’s new scholarship system hopes to 
simplify the application process.
The system, called “AcademicWorks,” is 
one all students who want to apply for schol-
arships can use.
When they go to Eastern’s AcademicWorks 
website, students will find a list of scholar-
ships available with brief information about 
each one’s qualifications. To apply to scholar-
ships, students need to sign into the website 
with the same NET ID and password used 
for all of their Eastern accounts. They can 
then complete a general application and ap-
ply for specific scholarships.
After the general application is completed, 
the system will automatically match the stu-
dent to all the scholarships they are eligible 
for based on the information provided. 
If there are any other scholarships the stu-
dent is eligible for, the system will reccom-
mend them, though more steps might have 
to be taken for those.
Brad Green, director of development ser-
vices said the mass import of student data is 
what led to the streamlining service. 
“AcademicWorks has the capabilities of 
importing the student data from our Ban-
ner system. The information imported allows 
our students to apply for scholarships with-
out putting in the information normally re-
quested such as name, address, GPA, major, 
etc.,” Green said.
Green said now, instead of an entire back-
ground questionnaire, students will only 
have to answer one or two questions for the 
majority of scholarship opportunities.
The system has also allowed donors easi-
er access to the students who get the schol-
arships they fund. Green said before, stu-
dents would come to the Neal Welcome Cen-
ter on campus and complete multiple tasks to 
thank their donor, including a student sto-
ry and card.
The student story and thank you cards 
would then be sent in the U.S. mail. Now 
students can complete all these tasks online. 
This may even lead to new scholarships, 
Green said.
“We hope that this component will en-
courage our donors to expand their contri-
butions or support for their scholarships. We 
also hope that the system will stimulate new 
scholarship possibilities,” Green said.
Parker Valentine can be reached at 
581-2812 or pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Audience members and sang along to mul-
tiple throwback Hip-Hop songs. Ariel Taylor, 
a family-consumer-sciences major, was the first 
participant to sing karaoke. She said she sang 
along to her favorite artist Lauren Hill.
However, karaoke was not limited to only 
black female artists. Before the night ended the 
NACWC ladies and part of the audience got up 
on stage and sang along to “Can You Stand the 
Rain” by New Edition, a black male group art-
ist. 
Coraima Vazquez can be reached at 
581-2812 or cyvazquez@eiu.edu.
» NACWC 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
New system streamlines 
scholarships for students
Called ‘AcademicWorks,’ 
it would let students 
fill out one general 
application
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CLASSIFIEDS
PRICE REDUCED!! Scenic 71 acres 
with tillable land and timber; 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom ranch 
home with finished basement, work-
shop, barn with apartment. A must-
see property only 10 miles south of 
Charleston! $590,000.   Winnie 
Stortzum, Farmers National Compa-
ny, 209 East Main Street, Arcola. 
(800) 500-2693 www.farmersnation-
al.com
___________________________3/2
$$ACROSS
 1 Value of snake 
eyes in craps
 4 Rules as a 
monarch
10 Difficult 
endeavor
14 Put on TV
15 87, 89 or 93, 
on a gas pump
16 With 25-Down, 
office request
17 Pro at tax time
18 In any place
20 Counterparts of 
compressions, 
in physics
22 Wear away
23 ___-X
24 “Get serious!”
25 Member of a 
Marvel Comics 
group
29 Divinity school 
subj.
30 T-X connection
33 Neighbor of the 
asteroid belt
34 Strip discussed 
in the Oslo 
Accords
36 Word with circle 
or ear
38 Nobel laureate 
Wiesel
39 Opinion pieces
41 Nashville 
venue, 
informally
42 Mork’s TV pal
44 Wait for a green 
light, say
45 Fire and fury
46 Peculiar
47 It doesn’t get 
returned
49 Less sincere, as 
a promise
51 Make black, in 
a way
52 El Al hub city
53 “Already?”
56 City straddling 
Europe and Asia
61 Foreboding
63 Judge Lance of 
the O.J. trial
64 Book after 
Chronicles
65 Surface
66 Grazing area
67 Drakes : ducks 
:: ___ : swans
68 Apt word to 
follow each row 
of circled letters
69 Subtext of 
Jefferson 
Airplane’s 
“White Rabbit”
DOWN
 1 Diplomat’s skill
 2 Film editor’s 
gradual 
transition
 3 Leftover in a 
juicer
 4 Olympic sport 
with strokes
 5 Repeat
 6 Calif.-to-Fla. 
route
 7 Elongated, 
heavily armored 
fish
 8 U-turn from 
SSW
 9 Opening word?
10 Rear admiral’s 
rear
11 ___ flow
12 Green-lit
13 Richard of 
“Unfaithful”
19 Coins of ancient 
Athens
21 Picked up on
24 Place to sing 
“Rock-a-Bye 
Baby”
25 See 16-Across
26 Bona fide
27 A narcissist has 
a big one
28 Relative of an 
épée
30 Concern for a 
debt collector
31 Brink
32 More sardonic
35 End of a 
line on the 
Underground?
37 Antivirus 
software brand
40 Divinity sch.
43 Logo with an 
exclamation 
mark
48 Annual French 
film festival site
50 Smoothed out
51 Deep sleeps
53 Particular in a 
design
54 Ricelike pasta
55 Belgrade 
denizen
56 Anatomical 
canal
57 Royal title
58 Outfit in 
Caesar’s senate
59 Pac-12 team
60 Mutual fund 
consideration
62 Little rascal
PUZZLE BY JIM HILGER
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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14 15 16
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20 21 22
23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
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O H F U N R I A L C L A P
X A C T O E M M A S T O N E
L E E R S A B I T O L E
Q U A R T E R T O N E R I D
V P S S T E E L N I N O
C A T O A T M S M A T E S
M E T R I C T O N
O C T A D O D O R A S E A
B L O N D E R I G P R Y
L A S I M E A N C O M E O N
A P T E A R N E P I C S
S T A N D I N G O A N T I C
T O D O L I L A S C R O D
S N A G S E E K T E E N S
The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Release Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Edited by Will Shortz No. 0123Crossword
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FIND US 
US ON 
Loving the weather 
THALIA ROULEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Casey Smith (right), a freshman criminology major, and Abby Lee (left), a freshman public relations major talk to each other while enjoying the warm weather Monday afternoon.
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ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
IT'S WARBLER TIME! 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONE! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:
https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub
Panthers look to continue win streak
By Adam Shay
Baseball Reporter| @DEN_Sports
The Eastern baseball team is coming off a 
sweep against at Memphis University as they 
travel to Belleville, Ill. for a single game 
against Lindenwood. 
The Panthers now have a record of 4-2 af-
ter the three-game sweep and are going into 
the game against Lindenwood on a four-
game win streak. The Panthers were 0-6 go-
ing into their seventh game last season.
As for Lindenwood, they have played a 
significant amount of games more than the 
Panthers. So far on the season, they are 6-8 
and 0-3 in conference play. Going into the 
game, Lindenwood is on a four-game losing 
streak.
The Panthers are playing with a high-
er level of confidence compared to last sea-
son due to their success. Over the first six 
games, the players are continuing to im-
prove and are starting to get into a rhythm. 
“We as a team have (been) playing very 
good baseball as of late,” senior centerfielder 
Joseph Duncan said. “You can see guys are 
starting to get more confident each game. 
I think we have a great opportunity to keep 
the ball rolling Tuesday.”
On the season, Duncan has a .333 aver-
age with nine hits, driving in five RBIs and 
totaling of 15 bases. In the last game of the 
series against Memphis, Duncan caught fire 
as he went 3-for-5, driving in three RBIs.
Duncan this season has been focused on 
keeping it simple at the plate. Hitting is 
very contagious and it helps when the whole 
lineup is filled with great hitters, Duncan 
said.
Junior pitcher Carson Haws has been a 
consistent pitcher this season, he leads the 
team in multiple pitching categories. In the 
two games he has started, Haws has thrown 
a team high 12.2 innings with 14 strikeouts, 
totaling his ERA to 2.13, allowing three 
earned runs.
Also pitching well on the season has been 
senior pitcher Michael Starcevich. Through 
7.2 innings of work, he has allowed five hits 
and one earned run, giving him two saves in 
his three appearances.
Offensively, redshirt junior Hunter Mor-
ris is leading the Panthers with 10 hits, put-
ting him at the third highest average on the 
team at .400. Morris also leads the team 
with 15 total bases and is tied for a team 
high of six RBIs. 
The last game Lindenwood played they 
lost 11-1 against William Woods-Missouri. 
Between freshman pitcher Cooper Patterson 
and senior pitcher Tyler Morgan, they com-
bined for allowing ten hits and 11 earned 
runs. 
This year,  senior catcher Matt Crook 
leads Lindenwood in multiple offensive cat-
egories this season. Crook is batting .320 
and has team high two homeruns and 15 
RBIs, as well being tied with junior first 
baseman Cullen Stockley with 16 hits. 
Last year on April 19, the Panthers won 
their only game against Lindenwood 8-5, 
led by a three RBI performance from Dun-
can and a two RBI game from senior third 
baseman Dougie Parks. The two teams will 
play at 4 p.m. Tuesday on the GCS Ball-
park.
Adam Shay can be reached at 
581-2812 or acshay@eiu.edu.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Third baseman Dougie Parks fields a ground ball from a Southern Illinois — Carbondale batter April 2017 at Coaches Stadium. Parks finished 
the weekend series at Tennessee Tech with 6 RBIs, 2 runs scored going 5-for-12 at the plate for the Panthers.
Pick up tomorrow’s edition of The Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
By Vince Lovergine
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s tennis team 
shutout an opponent for the first 
time since last April with a 7-0 
sweep over North Central College 
this weekend.
Eastern picked up its third win 
of the season and ran its winning 
streak up to two.  
The Panthers claimed the dou-
bles point winning all three dou-
b l e s  m a t c h e s .   Ju n i o r  V i c t o r 
Krueger and senior Adam Winters 
for North Central faced off against 
Eastern senior Jared Woodson and 
sophomore Gage Kingsmith, with 
Eastern winning 8-5. 
Senior Grant Reiman and fresh-
man Logan Charbonneau picked 
up an 8-0 win playing at No. 3 
doubles over Cardinals players, Ty-
ler Haizel and Tyler Bussell.
In singles action, the Panthers 
won f ive of  the s ix matches in 
straight sets. Reiman had the most 
decisive victory with a 6-0, 6-0 win 
over Adan Winters at No. 2 sin-
gles.
Freddie O’Brien won at No. 1 
singles, giving him a 7-2 record in 
spring play. 
Charbonneau picked up his first 
win in singles play of the spring 
schedule, with a No. 3 singles win. 
Senior Trent Reiman won at No. 
4 singles giving him two wins this 
spring, and sophomore Braden Da-
vis won at No. 6 singles in straight 
sets, securing his third win of the 
spring. 
Charbonneau said against North 
Central he did well with his volleys 
at the net and with conference play 
starting soon, he said his aggres-
siveness and getting on offense and 
executing will need some work. 
S o p h o m o r e  G a g e  K i n g -
smith won the third set tie breaker 
at No. 5 singles over Lucas Pindak, 
picking up a 6-0, 4-6, 1-0 (3) win.
For Kingsmith, that marked his 
second win of the spring schedule.
Eas t e rn  coach  Sam Kerche-
val compared this match to Saint 
Francis, but he said Eastern was 
put to the test.
“ The  guy s  we re  cha l l enged 
against North Central to really 
control how they did everything in 
regards to their match; how they 
walked, carried themselves, the en-
ergy they showed and of course 
their play,” Kercheval said. “It was 
a similar match to St. Francis and 
we saw the step we needed.”
Eastern improved to 3-7 with 
t h e  w i n  a n d  No r t h  C e n t r a l 
dropped to 2-5.
Eastern faced Southern Utah 
to wrap up the weekend, but did 
not have the same results this time 
around.
Southern Utah snapped Eastern’s 
two match win streak as the Thun-
derbirds picked up a 4-0 neutral 
court win. 
The match included three unfin-
ished singles matches and one un-
finished doubles match.   South-
ern Utah won the doubles point, 
winning at No. 1 and No. 2 dou-
bles. Eastern was leading the No. 
3 doubles match 5-4 when South-
ern Utah clinched the point.  Lo-
gan Charbonneau and Grant Re-
iman played at No. 3 singles for 
Eastern.
Freddie O’Brien was leading at 
No. 1 singles when Southern Utah 
won the match. O’Brien was lead-
ing 6-4, 3-2 over Conor Tordoff.
Southern Utah won at No. 2 
singles, No. 4 singles and No. 5 
singles to seal the victory.   
Jared Woodson was t ied 4-4 
in the second set at No. 6 sin-
gles when his match was left un-
finished.  Charbonneau was down 
in the second set at No. 3 singles 
when his was left incomplete.
In this match, Kercheval said 
the team could not find a rhythm 
and Southern Utah was a very sol-
id team.
“We just didn’t stay out on the 
court long enough to really give 
ourselves a chance,” he said. “We 
had some guys battling and fight-
ing in their matches, but as a team 
it went too quickly and we couldn’t 
change the momentum to our fa-
vor. But, we are still learning how 
to compete the way we need re-
gardless of the opponent and their 
level.”
Eastern fell to 3-8 on the season, 
but return home to Darling Courts 
Sunday against Lindenwood.
Vince Lovergine can be reached at 
581-2812 or vplovergine@eiu.edu.
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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 By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
 
The Eastern baseball team found 
its stride on a road trip to Memphis, 
pulling off a three-game sweep over 
the Tigers. 
The Panthers got some solid 
pitching at the beginning of the se-
ries, with Alex Stevenson tossing 7.1 
innings while notching three strike-
outs and only allowing one run on 
eight hits in game one.
He was accompanied by a streak-
ing Logan Beaman, who singled to 
right for an RBI, leading Eastern to 
the 3-1 victory to start the series. 
That was just the start, as the Pan-
thers got help from Jimmy Govern’s 
two hits and Hunter Morris knock-
ing in a run on one hit at the plate. 
Michael Starcevich was vital in 
game one, earning the save in the 
1.2 innings pitched while racking 
up a strikeout and walking one hit-
ter. 
The Panthers have found them-
selves in some close games to start 
this season, and that continued in 
game two, where they barely es-
caped in a 10-9 victory thanks to a 
strong start offensively. 
Eastern got started with four runs 
in the first inning as Jimmy Huber 
knocked in two runs on a single to 
right field. 
The Panthers were also assist-
ed by Jake Haberer, who bounced 
back from his first loss of the sea-
son last week, with his two strike-
outs and no runs allowed in 1.2 in-
nings pitched. 
Matt Albert showed his domi-
nance at the plate, knocking out his 
first home run of the year. Andrew 
Curran showed up as well, with two 
hits in three at-bats that resulted in 
one RBI and two walks. 
Curran’s solid day gives him a 
.304 batting average on the year. 
The Panthers have produced pret-
ty well on the season, scoring six or 
more runs in three of the five games 
played so far. 
That was seen in game three, but 
the real difference was pitching, as 
Carson Haws earned his first victory 
of the season. 
Haws tossed 7.2 innings while 
earning four strikeouts and allowing 
just four runs, and Haberer followed 
that with three strikeouts in 1.1 in-
nings of relief.
Joseph Duncan has been a cata-
lyst offensively for Eastern in the 
last three seasons, and to start off his 
fourth season, it has been more of 
the same with a 3-for-5 appearance 
that resulted in three runs batted in 
for the Panthers.
Eastern improves to 4-2 on the 
season with the series sweep, while 
also grabbing a fourth straight win. 
The Panthers now turn their fo-
cus to a single-game matchup on the 
road against Lindenwood Tuesday. 
Following that, Eastern stays 
on the road for a three-game series 
against Georgia State next weekend. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Eastern baseball team sweeps Memphis
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Dustin Wilson pitches during the Panthers’ game against Murray State in March of 2017 at Coaches Stadium. Wilson pitched 3 innings and picked 
up his first win of the season as the Panthers defeated the Racers, 7-5.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern sophomore Gage Kingsmith returns a ball in practice at Lantz Fieldhouse in October.
Men’s tennis team splits weekend matches
